Dr. Valeriah Big Eagle, an enrolled member of the Ihanktonwan Nation, serves as the Diversity, Outreach, & Engagement Director for South Dakota State University College of Nursing. She coordinates the Native American Nursing Education Center located in Rapid City, whose mission is to provide a nurturing and collaborative environment where intentional mentoring inspires Native American nursing students to thrive and flourish with academic, social, cultural, and financial support. As a 2020 Bush Fellow, Valeriah believes that an equitable education can heal as she serves to advocate for equity in higher education for marginalized populations.


