Laura has worked in Native non-profits and Native for over 25 years in the Black Hills and throughout the U.S. She serves as the Program Information Coordinator for Partnership With Native Americans serving tribal communities in the Southwest and Northern Plains. Prior to PWNA, Laura worked in tribal Head Start providing technical assistance as a federal contractor supporting American Indian Head Start programs throughout the United States. She is an enrolled member of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe and holds an Early Childhood degree from Oglala Lakota College. Married to Ralph Schad and proud parents to three daughters: RaeAnne, Taylor and Lauren. Laura has Previously served on the Rapid City Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, as well as the Rapid City Area School Board.


